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THE 


SPIRITUAL 


A WEEKLY ORGAN DEVOTED TO THE FACTS, PHILOSOPHY, AND 
PRACTICAL USES OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM 


WE HOLD THAT GOD IS OUR FATHER, MAN OUR BROTHER, IMMORTALITY OUR DESTINY. 


Prove all things. hold fast that which is good.” l 


„The life that now is shapes the life that is to be. 


Prior 2d. 


—— eea 


Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities, presenting to tho drama of their terriblo lives. 
chance of tho culprit propitiating the Almighty in the name 


us not only with the semblances, but the positive evidences .f eternal existence 
causing us to feel that the passing shadows we speak of belung not to the spiritual, 
but the material world. 


during facts aro beyond the tomb. 


——̃—äůä. . . ö᷑— q —. —: E:... :(——n—. ? —. .ñkñK¶ö?d— 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT, 


Tire public ear is almost incessantly assailed by tho horry - 
fying accounts of murder which grows upon what it feeds, 


and finds its hellish appetite ever greedy for more. Either 


our system of treating crime is seriously defective, or there 
is an undiscovered instinct in human nature for the horriblo 
which defies all legal enactmonts and gibbets, or else the 
national system of theological and social training is at 
fault. Which is it? Experience teaches us that tho 
present mode of dealing with the murderer, is not 
one which has the salutary effect of preventing crime. Is 
it not high time, therefore, that the Government adopted 
some wiser and more effectual mode? The demands 
upon the skill of Caleraft are becoming seriously numer- 
ous ; and even the most thorough converts to the present 
aystom of hanging, find it a sorry answer to the question— 
do public executions prevent crime? To say “ murder in- 
creases, the average yearly number of its victims.“ What 
plainer evidence can be necded, that Capital Punishment is 
4 failure? Society groans at the present hour from its 
horrible effects. Will not some of the new Liberals lately 
returned to Parliament, deal with this question, and show 
the madness of continuing a system, not only opposed to 
hristianity, but to common sense? The murderer 
very justly earns outlawry from those of his kind whose 
hands are free from the stain of blood. But the question 
naturally arises—Is the state upon Christian or civil 
grounds justified in taking life? If on civil grounds, we 
suppose justification for so doing would be urged in the 
names of wisdom and morality—that is, the state by taking 
the life of the murderer, recognises the ‘oye for an eye, 
and tooth for a tooth,” barbarism of Moses—and from the 
best of motives founded upon life-taking, desires to set an 
example which shall appal the guilty, and thus prevent 
Capital offencos, We have already shown, that instead of 
Capital punishment re-acting upon society to the determent, 
they rather excite, indircetly, at least, to the commission of 
Murder, At any rate, the criminal lists show a frightful 
increase in that particular crime. If we take into the 
calculation the murderers who escape the capital charge, 
and those who get clear altogether, with those who are every 
fow days forfeiting their lives on the gallows, we shall 
have a rough idea of the awful extent to which murder is 
Perpetrated, and an argument too strong to be ignored, 
Why, public hangings are ineffectual. 
Ve hear of men attempting murd 
ing that they are willing to swing 
ridding the world of their victim: 
drop sceno as a triumph, rather! 


and wildly exclaim- 
the gratification of 
nese men count the 
an ignominious finale 


It is easy to imagine that we are dealing with the ab- 
alate and enduring. because we associate our thoughts with the external and 
apparently lasting; but. on reflection, we discover that the only absolute and en- 


Of course, there is the 


of orthodoxy, and finding, as he has beon taught, forgive- 
ness and bliss, just before the fatal drop scone—and this, we 
doubt not, is very gratifying to the world of professing 
bolievors in “ faith without Works,“ and possibly forms a 
strong incentive to defend the gallows. But the awful 
hardihood displayod by the majority of criminals who forfeit 
their lives on the scaffold, gives quite another aspect to the 
dreadful ceremony which, in the eyes of the morbid crowds 
who witness their final adieu elevates thom into heroes. 
Hence the slang remarks about swinging—dying game, &o., 
causo a sensation of sickening horror to vibrate the whole 
physical frames of tho refined and virtuous, whose ears are 
unwillingly made familiar with the indecont jargon of the 
crowds of renegades who frequent exccutions, No decent 
writer fails to lament this state of things, even whilst he 
may defond capital punishment. What can be done? 
Some would continue the use of the gallows, but have the 
executions private, which in our opinion, next to the 
abrogation of capital punishment, is the best to be done 
under the circumstances; but there is the demand to keep 
executions public, because of the possibility of the stato- 
functionaries occasionally cheating the gallows. Continue 
the services of Calcraft, and tho subject becomes involved 
on all hands, The presont system encourages the most 
brutal and bestial scones. It makes horoes of murderers, 
and recognizes tho law of Moses beyond that of Christ; 
and this is not to be wondered at, when it is considered 
that theology has battened on robbery and murder, and 
patronized hypocrisy, rather than sanctioned freedom of 
conscience. Always holding by the skirts of formalism, 
it has grown so thoroughly materialistic, that the world has 
learnt to laugh at Supernaturalism and Christian practice. 
What then can be oxpected if our churches hold their 
possessions by the right of force, and systematize the 
modes of teaching ‘damnable heresies ?”” Can a people be 
taught that God our Almighty Father will consign to 
eternal flames the souls of his creatures who fail to see as the 
churches see, and not be the worse for it? It is impossible. 
In the doctrine of damnation, is to be found the defence of all 
the most excruciating tortures which can be devised, for they 
can only affect the body which, in a few brief hours at most, will 
cease to feel, whilst Godl’s alleged tortures affect the spirit 
which lives for ever, and is supposed without orthodox repent- 
ance in this life, to suffer for ever. No wonder the nation clings 
to its weapons of barbarism, and defies the lessons of experience, 
reason, and Christianity, in its dogged retention of the gallows. 
Everywhere is the retaliative spirit manifested, mothers and 
fathers castigate their children with the rod or stick; school- 
masters imitate the sublime example, and occasionally a fearful 
mistake is made, as was the case at Eastbourne, a few years back. 
Magistrates sometimes inflict severe penalties for very small 
offences. The law knows no mercy, its weapons are mostly 
retaliative. What is the result in the case of a small theft, say 
of a few apples taken by a child, withont the magistrate 
“tempers justice with merey? — the child is imprisoned, and 
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ruined. Take the list of juvenile offenders, and what can be! without the murderer knowing he shall be haunted by his vietin. 
more patent than the faet, that children find their strongest and that no expiation on a scaffold, however painful to him it 
promptings to sin after leaving a prison. Surely, reforming is may be, chu fully atone for his guilt. What therefore seems 
etter than punishing. Bat we are now dealing with capital necessary, is to resuscitate the spiritual which has been for ages 
punishment, and must leave the consideration of minor offences. almost dead to the Protestant Churches, Let them seek vevivitica- 
The following extracts from a letter which appeared in the! tion from the never failing sources of spiritual Truth, then having 
Morning Stur, by the Secretary for the Abolition of Capital life in them, they will be in a condition to put lite into the eon- 
Punishment, give an accurate account of how murder thrives :-~ ; sciences of their flocks. Whilst the Present is made the alpha 
“and omega of life, instead of the passage tothe Hereafter; it is 

CCC not to be wondered ut, that men worship self m their struggles fur 
same day William Jessemer, an engineer, stubbed Leonard Blackburn, Wealth and power, aud by their purblind policy, ignore the higher 
in Berwick-street, exclaiming, presently utterwards, I will be hung for life altogether, ur hold it in the leading strings of dogma, The 
him, as Muller was for Briggs ©“ The same week Elizabeth Burns cut mere cultivation of the intellect without regard to the eou- 
the throat uf her son, in Southwark, and stated ta the magistrate (Mr. | science, whilst it may make men acute in the ways of the world, 
Woolrych) “yea, I intended tu murder them all, as 1 wish to die I] can never lead them to the Fount of all Truth. The heart must 
want to be hung. A few days previously, Wm. Greenwood, a soldier, be in unison with the Divine, and find its only happiness in 
attempted ta murder Margaret Sullivan, in Grays-inn-road, and, on his that which is pure and eternal, the character will then be 
apprehension, said to a poseeman : “t will be hung for lier. } dont found to withstand the force of evil temptations, We cannot 
mind swinging with Muller tor such us her. Agam, just after Xluller's (% strongly urge upon our age the necessity of seeking the 


sentence another forelgner( Kohl je smimidted the horrible murder at Plais- | light of Spiritualism, which not only dwells with the sü tonne’ 
| ; zm, s 


tow for which he way shortly afterwards hanged. And nine days atter] CO. : 3 : : 572 4 
Mallei’s exec tion, Mfl Jackson murdered Tha has Roberts, at, Spiritualist, hut with humanity, waiting to emit its lustre abroad. 


Clerkenwell, almost under the shadow of the gallows of the Oid Bailey. l The churches have it hidden behind the dark curtains of dog- 
Yet another murder atso took place at Hatcham, near London, in the Matis, and fear to draw them back—nenee the ghosts of fancy 
interval between Muller's cnienee and execution, Sach an extraor- Allriglit them from their propriety—and darkness covers them. 
dinary outbreak of howiedlal crimes in the metropolitan district is, Li But the time approaches when the spiritual light will appear, 
believe, utterly unprecedented, and Hf capital seutences ure ciicent to | and a new reformation heralded by hosts of miracles aud spirit- 
deter, the perio] at their oecur:ence shouni have teen the very last one | prophecies will rise phœnix-like from the ashes of dogmatisin ; 
where they might have been touked for. , then will the old doctrines of Retaliation be superseded by those 

The n-torious quadraple execution at Liverpool two years ago, instend of Divine Love. When the churches shall feel the earthqu ike- 
of . from intieru that plaice, tor some consideruhle subsequent) convulsions of their flocks, and the conscience-pings—the 
period, at least, was foiluwed in a tew weeks by five murders and ane Nemesis which their own sins have invoked, something may 


attempt to murder; all the crunes being commmted in the same town, ; p ; 3 
In like manner a rerent exeent on for the murder of a child at Chatham, be expected trom them in the way of Duty, aud society may 
own less criminals of all grades. [n the meantime, it is the duty 


by Burton (who had expressed a wish to Le hanged.) was followed in af OW) tes : ! Pe. ok ae A 
: ; sed.) of Spiritualists to work for the diffusion of more spiritual light, 


few weeks by another murder of a child in t e same town by Alfred 701 1157 
Holder, whe also repeatedly uttered a desire to be hanged, a wich which and to arge upon ministers, teachers, and statesmen, the necessity 
of ineuleating lessons which shall improve society. If this is done 


was nut refused j and a third murder was perpetrated at Chatham shortly 
after these two executions. faithfully, Capital Punishment will soon bea barbarism of the 


Recent events strongh exhibit the nnomalougand very irregular treat past. 
ment of murderers which is inevitably necesutated by the enactment of: 
death-penalties. Juries will persas! in acquitting murderers even in | ...r... 
1 attovious cases, The Home Offer ts again and again importuned | 3 i , 1 ise i 
oy deputatiuns and iudasiduate ; and necessarily sa. Piese of insanity | “WHO SHALL DECIDI WHEN DOCTORS 
me tale on murder triala, both rightly and wre ly in various cases | DISAGREE 2? 
according to the respective cersamatinees, hut equally bewildering and | pee Rtas 
undesirable whether such phan are well foanded or net, 
The result of all this is confusion, wide-spread dissatisfaction, and 
encouragement ta the mest violent persons. Thus two men have just R 
hee er to deu Trithester. One (Hughes) was hung whils ear Sir, — 1 have received the following letter from Mir. Mulocs 
been sentences to death at Wiiehest One (Hugt hung wl . Dear Sir, — have received the following letter f Mr, Muloc& 
i 
i 
i 


To the Klitor of the Spirited Timex. 


the mob outside the gallows were calling bmdiy for the authorities to | this morning, in whieh he stites”that I have wasted some iur in 
paie it he mher (Broomfield. } whose sentence had been commuted. criticising him upou the strength of tho referen e in his eireular 
At the fast Lent Aes zea at Ex ter, when the atrocious child murderess Jor. C. xi, v. L016. 4 reas he tm, C. ii. 
Charlotte Winsor, was first ut on her 125 t! . id t groe, toa re „„ RE : oe a 
ee ae put da her trial, the jury could not agree, | v. 10-16, and requesting me to correct the error into whieh 
jar 3 125 fou 1 a for v veniet % giil: A seem was ded by the inaceuracy of his printer or of his original mant 
* bave now Puud ver guilty an the same charge e irrepuls ; : A ; 1 ss 9 
has heeauusual ke Bully an The same charge, but the irregtant sopt, F have great pleasure in doing so, and of admitting that 
necessitated her reprieve, At thy recent Mandatone Summer Assizes, the latter Til le ioe alton such: ground of suspicivd 
7 4 * vere ANTORTUS a e extraordinary an Tas’ cae : 
18635, the bystanders wer sounded at th traordinars d ww latter quotation dues not afford any such groaud of suspte 


unexpected i juittuls of Thomas Jones and Kizabath Inglis, both charged of a fanatcal reverence ior seripture which the tormer woul 

with murder on evidense apparently eear and strang. By a like special | bave done. L wend the mntagomistie cireuliar—Lf remain, your? 

uncertainty in he ent rcementot capital penalties, a Dr. Smetharst was | uly, Jous Percevat. 

acqnittel, anda Or, Lr. tenar angel. At the execution of the latter London, August 23, 1865. 

the mob loudly eLeered Caleratt, whilst at Wright's ex-cution in South | 

wark, yells und groans evinced the general monse of un incuneitent My-dear Mr. Perceval,—Your introductory letter is all that 

de meure fron the recent prevcdents of Hail and Fownley commu ations. ein be desired as to manner. You hever forget in your 

ee ulishi there wanta then be removed warmest controversy that you area gentleman, which very few 
aume of nearly all thia irregularity, this sympithy for the faunticnl religionista aro. Ir. Crale and his gmg of piesists 


eriminn) mher than for the vie his unwillingness of jurie 5 st! pe : , 
an for the victim, this unwillingness of juries to comviet ſiere have fulminated an anouymons bolt against me, which they 
is the result, 


this inevitable danger of somem & vint lug takerent niental aflietion or! : tack 
8 Stoberent mental afflictio i meant to be deadly, but © team hubelle sine ietar ? 


thacase with a fatal punishment, and this unte- spre ad popular apprehension |? f 115 „ i 
of administrative partialty or inequitaste distinction. ~: nur l n n S Ook a he 
May the repeated expsticnces of these evi mne and more awaken | But you have wasted some ink in criticising me upon TY 
and direct pustiu attention to tür auperior efficacy ut severe secondary strength of u reference to 1 Cor, & xis v. 19—10, whereas it wat 
punishments for murder, with certainty of inthetion, rather than capital | l Corse ii., v. 1 16 that ! quoted or cited, Tuus you wi 
penaltia necessarily and ivevtably encompassed with uncertainty and faee that while your attack on Vaal the apostle standa aa good t5 
with many cha. cu of partial or total escape tur the moat atrocious ard ever, you were totally in error with respect to ine, aud if you 
dangerous er mina 3. bretaiu a love of aceuracy (very much set at nought in bur days! 
. i you will be glad to nutty and correct your error in a ling ty the 
Wo agree with the writer, and urge the wbolition of expital {vditor, Gy the way, 1 could not help auuliug at the said eleve! 
punishment, not from any morbid sympathy for the nnr [editors exposure of the sad state of Christian civilization, whic! 
derer, but from a deep rooted eouvietion that society is wronged fis all true, but the editor's remady ts, I apprehend, somewhat 
by the coutinuance of a system whieh has repeatedly proved |delusive. Not knowing what regeneration is (Viz, n new birth 
itself ineffectual Phe question wil aris, wheuever the nation in tha soul effected by the almighty agency of the Holy Ghost) 
abandons the gallows, what shall be done with the murderers? f the editor earnestly urges men to regenerate themselres, Upon 
There will, doubtless, be numerous plans proposed ; we would | which venture te remark that people might as well be reqitestet 
have them conveyed to an island where they shaull be made to “to make a new sun nnd toon | 
work; the protita of their lboan, over and above the cost of! As tor the spiritual marvels recorded in the Tunes you were 
their enge aud their own support, to go to the flaniltes of | good enough te send me, L don't cherish the slightest ineredulitY 
their murdered victims It seems to ns that such n fate would about them, They may all have taken place, aud innuitely 
materially Jessen the inducement to laureler: and while it more surprising ones. With me this spiritunliem is net „ 
saved the conntry the disgrace of astatded nyultitudes witness: | question of disputed facta, collusion, &, & .; L look snuply t 
ing the fall of Gee fatal drop. it weuld at the muye time destroy i the dgeacy and have no doubt whatever that ia Ker cuse € ae 
that orbid taste fur the herois un the part of the murder- | Devil and his host of evil spirita are the promotera of the aa 
dixposed, whieli has of late been signally exhibitel, In dealing | system, Nothing short of God's omnipotence can rescue inte, a 
with murderers, we bave ecce-dpadened evidences of that! mortals from such horrible subjection to Satan, -onra rathtallys 
want of spiritual cultute whic would make murder inposible! Statt u, Angat 22, 1805. T. Me Lack 
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EMMA HARDINGE. 


Emma Hardinge has arrived, and is staving with a sister in 
Manchester, where, we believe, she intends resting for a few 
weeks. When she is ready for service; we are sure the friends 
of Truth everywhere will welcome her. Those of our readers 
who read her farewell to the American people, cannot, we pre- 
sume, fail to appreciate the highly jatellectaal and withal hu- 
manly-loving woman, who for eight years devoted her whole 
time and abilities (which we are persnaded are of a very superior 
order) to the cause of humanity. We shall deem it a pleasure 
to aid her all we can, and hope our friends will not prove 
themselves less warm in their sympathies than our American 
brothers and sisters, whose real feelings towards Emma 
Hardinge may be seen in the following extract from the Banner 


of Light :— 


MISS EMMA TTARDINGE’S LECTURES IN NEW 
YORK. 
_ Miss Hardinge has just closed her sixteenth lecture to “ The 
First Society of Spiritnalists.“ in Hope Chapel. New York. 
Notwithstanding the very warm weather, Miss II. has drawn 
fall and sometimes crowded houses. She has spoken on some of 
the most intricate phases of psychological science, and has 
treated them T will not say as with “supernatural” wisdom, but 
With a master mind. Her lectures have heen very valuable in 
resurreeting from the dead“ many persons who had not 
dreamed that there is a future life, who are now in concern of | 
Mind as to their own ch:nces and position, and also have 
Instructed and inspired Spiritualists to greater efforts to force 
the new dispensation on public attention. We feel ias the 
Church would say) that a revival of Spiritualism has commenced | 
ere, 

J forward with this the preamble and resolutions passed 
unanimously and with emphasis by a crowded house of intelli- 
Sent and delighted listeners at the close of her lectures. j 

_ Miss Hardinge very happily replied to the resolutions, and] 
&ignified ber consent to our publishing such of her lectures as 
We choose. T am sorry to say that we have reports of only four 
or five of them, which will be published in due time. 

For truth and human elevation, I am re-peetfully yours, 

CHARLES Parrrinas, 


The undersigned having been appointed at the close of the 
ectures of Miss Emma Hardinge to the First Spiritualist society, 
ew York, 39th July. 1865, as a Committee to draw up some 
suitable expression of their appreciation of her lectures, and of 
the sentiments occasioned by her intended departure from our 
Shores, would, on behalf of this Society, submit the following: — 


Whereas, Miss Emma Ilardinge has heen engaged for years with great 
zeec as a lecturer in the field of reform in the different parts of the | 
Wited States and especially on the subject of Modern Spiritualism ; and 
Wuxax As. She has just delivered her parting lecture, previous to 
raving for Europe, and we feel unwilling to part witn her without ten- 
“ering her our sincere thanks for the grand and noble utterances with | 
Which she has delighted and instructed us from time to time! therefore, 
N Resotven, that the thanks of the Spiritualists of America are due to 
Miss Hardinge tor her indefatigable labours and untiring zeal in the 
went came of Truth and Humanity. and that the thanks especially ot 
tes p pPiritun lists of the City of New York are due, and ure hereby 
among u to her for her recent highly acceptable and edifying lectures 
s 
10 Harun, That in leaving our shores for her native land she carries 
‘hut 25 the love, good will and kindred regards not only of this Society 
th 11 thousands who have listened to her soul-stirring expositions of 
zohling Truth and appeala in behalf of the cause of Righteousness, of 
d and of Humanity, 
ang ee: D, That we commend Miss Hardinge to the English publie, 
ene cially to the Spiritualists amang them, as worthy of every kindly 
mh he ther may bestow upon her. and of every effort they may put 
k Or the furtherance of her mission of truth and love; and that when 
wn Work shall have been accomplished on the other mde of the Atlantic, 
e will take supreme delight in weleoming her again to our shores, 
pap SOLVED, That we respe tfally solicit permission from Mis Hardinge to 
Mish such of her recent lecturesas have been reported, ag a monument 


w S efforts, aud highly esteemed legacy to us ard tothe American 
ple. 3 ) 


Cuates PARTRIDGE, 
ALBERT DAY. 
Grorce Busi, 

T. C. BESNING, 

T M., Rise. 
Wirra FISHBOUGH 


Tea 


195 Avenir contains an elaborate account by J. Mitchell, of a 
Chee which tank place with the Davevports. at Mr. Guppy's 
were nu Gennevilliers, on the 25th of July, The manifestations 
thon JL every way satisfactory, and we are glad to chserve the | 
hough hearty spirit with which Mr. Mitchell writes. He unhe- 


Kt i i i 2 
work c aflirms that the demoustratiuns were bona file the 
TK Of spirits, 8 


NATURE AND SUPER-N ATU RE. 


Ts it a faet the operations in the world are uniform? The whole exter- 
nal phenomena of nature and the internal of man with one voice bear 
testimony to the contrary. If they were so. then we would, for instance, 
he able to predict the exact state of the weather on any given day in 
the year, just as we are able to predict the moment lof the rising and 
setting of the sun, or an eclipse of the moon: we should have ‘no storms, 
or, if we had, they would come regularly, or on some particular day, well 
known from long experience and observation But, perhaps, it may be 
replied that meteorology is becoming a science. and forecasts of the 
weather are actually made with remarkable precision. This is true, 
but it does not affect our position, which is, that these phenomena are not 
uniform: if we see frost and cold at the summer solstice, and mild warm 
weather at Christmas, we cannot assert that there is uniformity in the 
operations of nature. Again, are not all the extraordinary variations that 
we daily see in the growth of trees and flowers, monstrosities in animal 
births, madness, idiotey in human beings, proofs of an entire absence of 
uniformity in nature? If it is again replied that, for aught, all these, 
which we are accustomed to call irreguiadities and monstrosities, are 
really the regular operation of some law, or laws, of nature with which we 
are unacquainted, we answer, May not the supernatural in the Bible 
which you object to, be likewise the operation of ceitain Divine laws, 
equally incomprehensible ? nay, less incomprepeasihie, for we see a reason 
for the latter, hut we see no reason for the former? For if we believe 
that man is intended for another life beyond this present, and that it is 
God's will to give that life to all who make themselves worthy of it, it is 
more comprehensible that He should reveal Himself to man, in what is 
called a supernatural way, than that these irregularities in nature should 
take place, for which weare utterly unable to assign anv reason, In 
truth, instead of the coure of nature being uniform, all evidence of 
every portion of jt proves that variations of the most incomprehensible 
character pervade the whole.. ‘fhe only portion of Gad’s creation where 
uniformity can safely be even approximately predicated, is some of the 
heavenly bodies, the planets and their satellites, which are wholly 
external to this earth of ours, Te goa step higher and come to that 
part of the Creation of God, which more nearly resembles Himself, the 
invisable qualities of the soul of man, his will his renson, hisintellect ; do 
we find uniformity here? there issurely no need to waste words in 
giving proofs of what is familiar to us, that even the wisest and best of 
men act often as if they were almost destitute of those high qualities. It 
cannot, then, be considered to be inconsistent with such a state of irregu- 
larity, or want of uniformity, to assert that there is un antecedent possi- 
bility, not to say probability, that the Divine will may also be discovered as 
operating immediately in such a state of things as are here presented to 
our view, The only possible objection which ean he brought is this, that 
if it is in necordunee with nature that Divine Power should intervene in the 
earlier ages of the world, then it is alao to be expected that such operation 
should continue, Why should we have a history of God's intervention 
we use the word in its popular sense. not as wholly avproving of the 
idea connected with it—in (let us say) the first tour thousand years of 
man's existence on earth, and not sce it also in (we will say) the last two 
thousand? We answer, that if the purpose for which such intervention 
took place is fulfilled, it is not incors stent to suppose that the visible 
manitestations will cease, We desire to lay stress on the adjective 
visible,“ because we do not wish it to be thought that we in any way 
countenance the notion that God's supernatural intervention has ceased, 
because there are no more Divine writings to record them. On the 
contrary, we hold most strongly with the expressed doctrine of the 
Church, and as often expressed faith of the nation, that plagues, pesti- 
lences, tamines, and war, are as direct interventions of the Divine Power 
now, as they Were in the days of the judges and kings of Israel; nay 
more, we are ready to endorse n popular opinion that ‘judgments’? are 
inflicted on individual men for individual sins.—Juglishinan's Magazine. 


HARVEST HYMN. 


We thank Thee for the glowing fruit: 
We thank Thee for the golden grain :— 
For lavish lite from Nature's root, 
For gladdest sunshine, richest rain, 


The cup of plenty gushes o’er:— 

The cup we taste. the feast we praise :— 
O, boundless as Thy boundless store, 

Be Lord, our worship of thy ways. 


Thon art the giver of our bread : 

Lord, be the Giver of our peace: — 
May we with nobler food he fed, 

Than Earth’s sweet manifold inerense. 


Thero i a manna of the soul, 
A mystic corn. — à mystic wine — 
And nourishing while making whole, 
There is a banquet all divine. 


O may Thv holy Angela bring 

‘Lous, O Gad, this pure repast : — 
May we a harvest anthem sing i 

In scenes where tempests never biast. 


Each Spirit bas its harvest home 2— 
Be our last harvest home with Thee: 
We cease to suffer, — eeare to foam 
Are sanctified, - exultant, free. 
WILIA Maceal 


4 
4 
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London, August 14, 1865. 

My dear L., — It is so much more pleasant and less formal to write to 
you than to write at you, that, without ceremony, I address myself direct 
to you in reference to your criticism in the SpIxITVAL Times, of the 12th 
inst., on my Address in the previous number, 

After all the kind and civil things you have said of me it would seem 
discourteous, and my silence might be misconstrued, were I not to 
reply: otherwise, I should feel content with simply asking all whom it 
might concern to read your letter and my Address together, to restore in 
the latter the quotations made by you to their context, and to bear 
in mind the particular point which the paragraph was meant to prove or 
illustrate, and ita connexion and bearingon the general argument, I should 
then be quite willing to leave them to draw their own conclusions without 
note or com ment. 

Swedenborg tells us that the angels have no need of speech: that they can 
read each other's thoughts without the use of words. Happy angels! 
But we, poor earth-dwellers, must continue to use words as the symbols 
of thought imperfect and inadequate as they are, and often conveying 
to the hearer or reader an idea totally different to that intended by the 
speaker or writer. And so—not being “on the side of the angels,” this 
seems to be my unhappy lot on the present occasion. I thought I had 
made my meaning clear, but as it seems I have not, I must by explana- 
tion, amplification, reiterntion, and I am afraid, botheration, try my hand 
at it again ; and if you, my dear and amiable L., will in this (as 1 know 
you do in so many matters) try und net the part of a good angel, by read- 
ing the thoughts as well as the words, I shall, perhaps, this time, have 
better luck. It is not often you find yourself in disagreement with me, 
you say, Could we converse (or correspond) as the Angels do, I don't 
think you would disagree with me now, your long letter notwithstanding. 

It is not to Organiantion in itself and as applied to any and every 
purpose that I am opposed. Whatever my errors of judgment may be, 
Į trust 


I'm too discreet 
To run a muck, and tilt at all I meet,” 


T have said that Organization is “implied in the very existence of Society,” 
that it is * reasonable, and right, and even necessary ;” I have even pointed 
out how there iv a legitimate sphere for its action in connection with 
Spiritualism ; so far trom my not reengnizing Liberty and Organization 
as the opposite poles of the magnet, and us necessary to each other, it 
is just my contention that they are so, that as in Society von must have 
Organization at the one pole—ie., the Physical side of life, so, on the 
other, you must have Liberty on the Spiritual side; and my whole 
arguinent has been to show this distinction, (not ‘ destruction,” as mis- 
printed) and the mischiefs that have resulted, and that must result from 
confounding together what God has made distinct, and not recoznizing 
their true limita and boundaries, and separate spheres of action, Von 
speak of the inherent vice of all Associations based on creeds, and not 
providing within themselves for change and development of opinion.” 
The inherent vice of all Associations based on creeds is the very thesis 
which my Address went to sustain. A Church or Society for promoting 
the belief in spiritual communion would be an Association based on n 
creed, and be subject tothe“ inherent vice“ of all Associations " 80 hased, 
As to an Association “ providing within itself for change and dovelopment 
of opinion,” that is quite conceivable for a Church based on the idea 
of Worship; or of a Society for [ncestiyation and Discussion, hut not 
tar a Church or a Society, based on u definite Creed, Doctrine, or Opinion, 
such as hae been proposed with relation to the epiritual Paith, and agamst 
which your letter, an it seems to me, not less than my Address, is an 
emphatic protest, 

As to “a true Spiritual Society as broad as humanity,” and including 
“every thinker willing to join it,“ and which would not even assert “ the 
exclusion of Materialista,” I need scarcely point out that that would not 
be a distinctive Society of Spiritualists at ail, It is a proposal to neu ; 
tralize the “inherent vice of all Associations bused ou eveeds,” hy knock- 
ing away the basis altogether. It is the Play of Hamlet without the 
character of Hamlet, It iva whimsical way of supporting a proposition 
to form a distinctive congregation or Suciety of Spirttualiets, by adding to 
ita rider to include all thinkers’’—Tyrke, Infidels, Heretics, Ranters, 
Dunkers, Mormons, Muggletenians, M uselmen, Re-incamnationists, Re- 
surrectioniats, Destractionists, Hai monial-Philosophen, New Jeruzalem- 
ites, Shakers, Quakers, Jumpers, und Jews, and “not 10 the exelusion 
of the Materialista ” ` 

Seriously, what need. of a special Organization lor this purpose ? 
Human Society ia just meh an Organization, with other elements cum- 
bined, Or course, you may haven more definite Organization in which 
these discordant elements may be brought into more iminu diate collision, 
You may inetitute a ‘lemple-Forum, or a Cogers'-Hull, or come other 
Inteliectasl Gymnasium, in which all the Churches and Nationalities 
may join the Sphitwalists in smoking the pipe of peace and wrangling 
over their respectivo differences, Such an Organization may possibly he 
useful to sprouting Junins Brotuses avd Marylebone vestry men, but 
surely, L., you and I may tind sume more usetul work to do than taking 
part 1 it. 

You admit that iny fundamental distinction between Organization for 
material purposes, and Organization tor spiritual purposes is © very 
brio.“ at to this vou append two reniasrks, which I will take in 
their order. First, you say" Though the rpirnuaf ir cnpahle of being 
dhetimingtedd trom the material, it is never divorced front it; and in 
many cures ther union is ro intimate that the attainment ef the one 
involved the attainuient of the other.“ The remark is perfectly just 
But this only renders it Ihe more requisite thut the work ot cach should 
be restrieted to its own aphere, which is quite wide enough, and in which 
it can Le most usefully applied. There i a strict umty in phasteal 
science ; but though the labours of the geolegiat, the geographer, the 
botanist, und the zuclogist, are mutuals belpiul, the Plogiess of each 
dupertment, and comggitently of the whole, it :s found is bot plometed 


by the division of labour, each science being kept distinct from its sister 
sciences. 

Take another illustration, The most intimate union of the spiritual 
and the physical is in man himself. Ie is a Spirit with a bodily 
organization, each acting and reacting on the other. IIenlth of body is 
conducive to health of mind, while mental emotion affects the bodily 
frame :—the more violent emotions, fear, rage, or sudden joy, sometimes 
even destroying its very life. Yet, notwiths'anding this intimate union, 
we tind it not only practicable, but highly useful to keep distinet the 
offices of the clergyman and the physician; and each pursues his own 
proper and special method óf treatment. We don't give a ‘Tract 10 
expel the measles, nor seek to convert a sinner from the error ot bis 
ways by nux vomica and a mustard poultice. 

You ask, Would not the publication and sule of spiritual works have 
a greater success were the Organization for their production and distribu- 
tion more complete than it is?” 1 decidedly think it would, and should 
be glad to see it ettected. Need 1 repeat what I have said #—* The pro- 
per sphere of Organization, it seems to me, is the external and the 
physical.“ If ureful spiritual resulte can be cftected by the Organization 
of better business arrangements; so far from objecting, I should rejoice 
at it; but, as I have already suid, “Jf you propose to organize to build 
a creed, or to impose one, I ery—* Hold, there; you have no business 
with that!?“ Surely, however, the appointment of agents for the sale 
of spiritual books and publications does not imply this; and I may, 
without inconsistency, approve the one and condemn the ether. Surely, 
too, the difference is obvious between a small Committee, (the smaller the 
better, a self-appointed Committee of one, with power ta add to the 
number, is, for most purposes, the best) in » general agreement,’ for 
arranging for the delivery of lectures; and n large heterogeneous society 
in general disagreement, including every thinker willing to join it;“ or a 
narrower one * based on a creed.“ 

Your second remark takes the form of a question. You ask, coneern- 
ing the proposed Organization, “ What if it should not pay? ‘The 
success may be quite beyond all expectation, aud may yield a spiritual 
profit.“ Well, Jam quite aware that Associations for cerfain purposes 
may be eminently successful without yielding n pecuniary profit. But 
you will please call to mind the purpose of the observations criticised. 
The advocates of Organization had appealed to Joint-Stock Com- 
panies as un example tor Spiritualists to imitate. I showed that com- 
mercial undertakings necessarily rested on a different basis and appealed 
to different motives ieo selfishness and the love of gain. qt they 
“did not pay,” if shareholders must count “not ta gain, but to lose, 
such undertakings would soon cease to be pointed to as examples of suc- 
cessful Organization, Their example was the point at issue. My answer 
applied to that, and to that oniy, aad I think it is complete. 

You quote with approval my statement, thut “Life is the cause, not 
the product of Organizations” bat you think it inconsistent with a 
previous assertion that “ Organization is a sign, not of strength, but of 
weakness.” Permit me to point out that you have here fallen inte the 
prevalent mistake of confounding, under a common name, things in 
their native distinct, and which it was my object to distinguish, ‘The 
one remark uppLes to natural organization, as the human body; the other, 
toa society tormed for a particular purpose; in the case before ue, n 
Sueicty “based on a creed,” namely, the belief in spiritual agency. 
The one is a growth, the other a manufacture. Both may be calied an 
Organization, as consisting uf parts or organs forming a complex whole; 
hut the difference is as between a flower and a mouse trap li is not by 
mechanism, but by deepening and quickening the life within, that there 
ean he any grue growth. Organization in the one sense, is us it were the 
instinet of weakness to strengthen itself by mechanical union—of sticks 
to form themselves intoa bundle, that they muy not so easily be broken; 
in the other sense, it 1a us the tree which becomes strong hy the vital 
forces within it developing its powers to their full maturity. 1 would 
have association assimilate as near as may be to this natural type. You 
reler to Wesley and the Methodists. 1 take your instance as an ilustra- 
tion of the ditterence. 

In John Wesley's time there was a great decay buth of sound morals 
and of teligious faith, All parties agree that we ure largely indebted to 
him for the great improvement in these respects that has taken place 
How was it effected 2? Did he enll n publie meeting to pass resolutions 
that they would have a religious revival, drawing up a declarition of 
principles, and a code of rules, and appointing oflicers und collecting sub- 
[scriptions to carry it out? Nothing of the kind. If 1 remember 
> rightly, he and his brother Charles met together with one or two tends 
iin their college-rooms tor early morning prayer-meeting and the reading 


lof the Scriptures, They felt deeply the corruption and the lack of 


| piety all around them, nud they sought help, not ot Organization, hut ot 
| God, ‘They opened their own souls to the baptism of a divine Inrpira. 
| tion, and they felt impelled by ats holy fires to go forth in streeta, and 
1 and market places. An of old, the common people hema them 
Blau ly; they felt a spirit of worship, and the need of religious instruc: 
tion, and they Lut churches to meet the want. Here was the principle 
of natural growth from a germinal centre. But then eame the crave tor 
Organization, and even bo good a man as Wesley did not escape its influ- 
ence. The greatest weakness in las character--the love of rule, Was 
developed int him by the Organization at the head of which he was 
placed, Andwhat has the Methodist Organization become? An 
auinitigated despotism, In the language of Ebenezer Elliot, the 
Methodist Contlrenee may be called 
“The hundied Popes of England's Jesuitry.” 
The ministry is subject to their authority, They must go where they are 
sent, und do as they are bid, They are cross-examined oven ax to the 
works they rend. And if any of their number venture to publish ` Fiy 
| Leaves,” reporting the proceedings of the Conference, the whale bods 14 
feubject to the mast inquisitonal examination to discover the danik 
ollenders: and when found, the culprits aie expelled, and u great sche 
n the Ortzunizutien takes place, ‘The movement originated and was the 
‘product ot thy activity of spiritual life; the Organization way un auer“ 
gowth, u fungus on the orignal stock, 
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The Methodist Organization is not, as far as I know, worse than others 
I could go on giving similar instances till the editor of this paper and its 

readers cried—* Hold, enough P> I ask, is history of no more use than 
an old Almanack? Are we never to learn by any other experience than 
our own? Must we all go ow like big babies putting our fingers in the 
fire to be sure that it still burns ? 

Organization must be of one of two types; eithera strict Organization 
to insure the strength derived from unity, and then you have DESPOTISM ; 
or a lax, elastic Organization, and then you have not only weak- 
ness, hut Awancuy, Take which form of the dilemma you will. 
It is not that it is the purpose (as you affirm) of Organizations 
to make men machines, neither the Jesuits, the Methodists, nor any 
other Society based on a creed, have ever made that their purpose. But 
they have tound it necessary to do this us a mene to carry out their 
purposes. They have found that the individual will of its members must 
ùe kept in abeyance, for the Organization to wield its full powers in 
Carrying out its ends, 

You express a confident persuasion that I shall review what I have 
said on this subject, and give my support to the movement for associated 
Action, I trust my remarks have by this time convinced you that I have 
never been otherwise than in favour of associated action on right princi- 
Ples—spontaneous, voluntary, free association; not mechanical, nor 
dogmatic: based on no creed, dogma, articles, or subscription to formula 
of any kind: but founded on the attraction of moral gravitation in 

indred natures, working in tree harmonious activity for common ends; 
hot, therefore, a single huge conglomerate association ; but manifold, 
diversified, forming into several distinctive groups, working in their 
several varied ways according to their affinities and attractions; not a 
fixed, bony framework, petrifying the free life ; but having the flow and 
Spontaniety of free spiritual activities, and with Organization, limi'ed to 
its proper sphere of the external and the administrative. 

l huve not formed or expressed these views hastily, or on merely specu- 
ative grounds. Frem boyhood—for now a quarter of a century, I have 
een an interested observer, and have taken a more or less active part in 

associated efforts, and in Organizations for various purposes. The con- 

Clusions derived from such an experience ought to be of some value to 

anyone who is the subject of them, and who is not altogether u fool. 

a he following, then, to me, is as Joseph Hume would have said, 
the tottle of the whole.“ 

An Organization, or. Society, should have a single, clear, definite aim, 
It should apply itself to that, and to that alone ; and that aim should 
de one udmutting of an external, manifest. palpable realization :—the ob- 
taining of an Act of Parliament; the repeal of an obnoxious law ; the 
Thising of funds to build a meeting-place or to circulate certain writings ; 
r to some equally single, distinet, obvious work, requiring the strength 
9f numters and united action to carry it through, What an Organiza- 
tion of the stricter sort, based on a creed,” is, and what it must lead to, I 

ave already shown, both from the nature and the facts of the case 


, Butit may be suid, the instances referred to were ecclesiastical Organ- | 


ations, for the conservstion of theologica! opinions, they were not “as 
Toad us humanity.” Very well! 1 will not insist further on the obvicus 
truth thay a Society for the promotion of Spiritualism, or any other isin 
believed to be true, must labour for its conservation as well as its exten- 
sion. But now let me trace the actual course of an Organization bused 
on a philosophical creed, with n “ free platform, erecting “ no barrier af 
opinion against any mun;“ t ere 
Proad as humanity.” It is no fancy sketch; many will recognize it as 
“taken fiom life.“ The Suciety was one of which i was, for many years, 
4 close and deeply interested, and not altogethe idle, observer. It was 
the nearest approximation I know of to that kind of Society which seems 
to be your ideal: it may be taken therefore, us a type of its class. 

The Society grows out of the labours of an earnest and untiring 
Philanthropist, with very decided and unpepular opinions. A band of 
triends gather around him as fellow-workers. They must have a Society 
W th its branches all over the kingdom. The usual machinery for propa- 
kanda is set in motion. The leaders are earnest, able men, und their 
“nergy curries conviction wherever they labour. But soon, as their 

rganizution extends, a very different order of men spring up among them, 

gnorant. arrogant, conceited,crotchetty, they rush to the front and insist 
on being heard. What! would the members suppress liberty of speech und 
ecome tyrants? Are they not organized on a broad and free platform? 

And wo all sorts of questions foreign to the prime object of the Society 
Are fastened on to it, Every opinion destitute of a home; every wander- 
ing heresy claims shelter. Every man with a political crotchet, or u 
theological conceit, or a panacea for reforming the world, or a whimsey 
about diet or dress, or, in short, an absurdity or extravagance of any 
rind, insists on riding his hobby in public on the free platform of the 
gonization, The reasonable men of the party, those in particular to 
"Aon it owes its birth, straggle against all this wild confusion and per- 
Version of the Society ; but modest and sensitive natures shrink trom 
the Prolonged and apparently interminable conflict, and overborne by 

ze more course und turbulent elements, they, one by one, wearicd and 
“sgusted, withdraw to their private siudies, or to more hopetul labours ; 
und zo the Society come ultimately to be represented by its most vain, 
violent, enatic, least-qualiñed nembers; and, its course perverted, its 
Principles travestied, it becomes a by-word and a hissing; and long after 
th has itself gone to wrack, its worst influence survives to retard, more 
9 an aught else, the progress of those principles, it was designed and 

tablished to accelerate. 

i have written a longer letter than I intended, and yet I feel that for 
ant of fuller explanations, there are points which may seem to you 
Reonsistent, or be otherwise misapprehended. Would wo could have 
ese as do the angels, so that I might have saved you a correspondence 
bench! fear must havo become wearisome, and which, at all events, I 
jr tiinly am nat desirous of exter ding. And so, wishing that you and 

My tellow Spiritualists may stand fast in their liberty, and refuse to 

* entaugled in any yoke of Organization, 
{ remain, my dear I.., 
Yours for Truth and Freedom, 
‘THowas BREVIOR. 


and the ultimate aims of which were » us 


REMARKABLE SPIRIT-VISITATION, 


Dr. G. A. Laturoe, from the Pacific coast, while in our dffice a 
few days since, related some remarkable facts occurring in the 
experience of a distinguished gentleman of his acquaintance, a 
man of vigorous intellectual powers and of high reputation for 
candour and intelligence. One, day, while at work in his garden, 
he observed, on suddenly looking up, that a deceased friend who 
left the form some twenty years since, was standing by him, 
looking as youthful as when he last saw him in the body. This 
unexpected visitor, whose countenance was distinctly recognised, 
proceeded to inform his mundane friend that he was his guardian 
spirit, and had come to warn him against entering into a con- 
j templated business relation with a certain man who was, at the 
same time, represented as unworthy of his confidence. This 
interview lasted about half-an-hour, when all at once the mysteri- 
ous visitor disappeared. 

Subsequently this guardian came to his earthly friend on 

several different occasions, usually in the night, At one time 
the clothes were abruptly drawn from the bed, and on awaking 
he discovered a luminous cloud in his apartment, which gradually 
assumed the form of his well-remembered friend, who ap- 
proached, and, senting himself on the bedside, conversed famili- 
arly for two hours. In the course of this interview the gentle- 
man inquired of his transmundane friend how he should know 
that the character of the person against whom he had heen 
warned was such as the spirit had represented. The latter pro- 
mised to show him the past life of the man referred to, and to 
convince him of the correctness of hisstatements. Subsequently, 
tho whole life of that man, embracing his most secret and repre- 
hensible deeds, together with the various localities known to 
him, came up in remembrance before the medium; he seemed 
to see them, and they appeared as familiar as the scenes and 
incidents of his own existence. 

Since that time the gentleman, who was favoured with this 
extraordinary experience has been forced to yield to the “convie- 
tion that spirits do converse with mortals. Prosecuting his 
inquiries through external channels, with a view either to dis- 

| prove or verify his spiritual impressions, he has found already 
| that, to a great extent at least, the picture presented to his 
interior vision was drawn faithfully and to the life. It is worthy 

of remark that this gentleman had no knowledge of the pheno- 
| mena and claims of Spiritualism at the time his guardian spirit 

tirst visited him in the garden. Other spirits now come to him, 
and their visits are constantly increasing in frequency and 


_ iuterest,— Spiritual Telegraph. 


MONOPOLY IN RELIGION. 

The test of a faith is its power to cast out demons. But who shall tell 

us what the demons are ? ft is very easy to say, Cast out devils; but thus 

| far it has resulted in Christians trying to cast out one another, and letung 
the devils remain in possession. Who shall tell us what the devils are? 
O friends! we cannot know what they are, till we ure delivered from the 

prince of them, which is the spirit of Phariseeisma, and exclusiveness, and 

monopoly, Wecannot know what they are, until we come out ot 
our sectarian corners and ecclesiastical closets, where we have been so 
long barricaded, and standing in the open plains of humanity, ask our- 
j selves what it is that injures Man; what curses society at large; what 
depravesand eradicates human nature; not what weakens our party, 

shakes our organization, enteebles the influence of our church. When we 

can forget the personal pronoun entirely—forget that we have an estabe 

lishment to build up—torget that we have a denomination to sustain— 

forget that we have a church to fill—forget that wo have a private 

spiritual interest to serve—forget that we have a system to defend and 

į promulgate—and only remember God has a truth to serve—then, and 
not till then, shall we know what the demons are that we are called te 
cast out. Ihen we may discover. possibly, that the first demon is the 

spirit which we have been all along cherishing as angel: the hunger tor 

personal or partisan appropriation—the rage for spoils in the heavenly 

kingdom. The faith that makes men large and liberal—call itself what 

it may—is the tue faith. The fiuth that delivers men from their 

limitations, stirs them from their stupor, makes them ashamed of their 

ignorance, puts down unwarranted authority, expels from their bosoms 

the fear of God, exorcises the spirit of distrust and timidity, of doubt 

respecting themselves and the world they live in—the faith that gives them 

confidence in their power to find the Huth, and in the power of natural 

and providential agencics to get them out of their misery— no matter 

what uglx nume it may happen to bear- is good faith. Callit orthodoxy, 

heterodoxy, heresy infidelity, secularism, pantheiem, or whatever else is 

obnoxious in tide—if it casts out the demons of ignorance, lethargy. 

stupor, blindness, and servility of mind—if it expels the spirit of nune 

acquiescence and dumb submission to want and misery—if it diives out 

j cowardice and ciedulity and superstition—itit is a spirit ot liberation, it 
is good. It may not be for our church—it cannot be against bur iuftu- 

| ence. Friend of Progress. 


Tus Fuirsn or Progress jan American Monthly, which stccecded 
Tur Herat oy Prockess, has stopped short at the toth No. The 
' proprietors had determined to complete a volume but a fire destroy eda 
| considerable part of their property, and rendered an immediate diseon- 
tinnenee necesaty. Weare sorry for the misfortune, bat let us bopa 
another publication, as ably conducted, with better prospects may ve 
tartheoming iu its stead. 
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MR. AND MRS. WALLACE; AND “ALL THE Then—and let it be borne in mind he was writing for his 
YEAR ROUND” ON ITS WEAKEST LEGS. twenty-five shillings a page — we fiud him in a Stay shop, where, 
as a result, he earned, by an allusion to it—suppose we say 
2A) dA J the amount that he once wanted for a dinner in a third rate 
(To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.) cook shop. Then he gets to a gentleman in high lows and 
Dean Sin, —IIad I read the number of the 5th of the present corduroys. 
month of“ All the Year Round,” T should, in all probabil ity, llow well up “Legs” is in slang. Has he studied Mr. 
have never called upon Mr. and Mrs. Wallace, who have IIotten's Dictionary, advertised so well by Edmund Yates? 
been honored by mention in its pages. Entertaining the idea Faugh ! Mr. Dickens. Is this one of your writers and low- 
that some of its writers, although but a few years ago so penni-! bred imitators 4 , 
less as not to be able to pay for a dinner more than three times} I will not follow the man to the time when, having mentally 
a week (and [do not allude to this as a reproach) were, at least, | anticipated the 44. 10s. to come, he arrived at Mr, Wallace's 
trathful men, I should have believed in the truth of what they door, I will not call him an unmitigated snob, for such lan- 
stated, aud kept away. There is now one writer in that publi- | guage would be unparlamentary ; but what does this literary 
cation whose word I would not believe: and as I have an inti- sneak do? He enters this man’s house, not ouly to gain his own 
mate friend amongst its contributors, I hope for his own sake | dirty bread, but to insult a woman whom be had never seen 
that he was not the writer who penned the miserable com- before, and with whom he did not hold any converse. Oh, imma- 
pound of trash, vulgarity, and lies, which appeared under the culate, highly polished, fastidious, literary Blacklegs! Ob, fie 
leading of “Spirits on their Last Legs.” upon you! And shame it is that Mr, Dickens allows such s 

Had Í not have gone to the Wallaces, I should not, probally, | robber of men's fame—such a dastard to pollute his pages, 
have read the article in question. Had I read that article Hear the low-bred gentleman — 
yesterday morning (August 21st), I should have said, ©“ What a “Mrs. Wallace presented a very striking contrast to her hus- 
pity it is that impostors, such as these Wallaces, cast diseredit | band. She had a sharp, cunning look” (L truly believe the 
ou Spiritualism if Spiritualism be trae! Reading it that | look of cunning here alluded to was tlie detective glance, with 
morning by the light of my own acquired knowledge, L thought, | with which she recognized a snob) “with a lively twinkle in 
“What a pity it is that such a miserable snob as the writer of | her small dark eyes.” 
this article (that article on Legs, seemingly written by a Blackleg)| Now, setting aside the fact that Mrs. Wallace has not dark eyes, 
should be allowed. hy such a man as Charles Dickens, to pollute | and setting aside, if it were possible, the fog that Blacklegs got 
the latter's pages with, not only such miserable twaddle, but into as to dead walls and numbers (caused, probably, by the beer 
with such lies, for L now know them to be lies. T use, it will be he had imbibed) what will be thought of this literary dastard 
seen, the word “lie.” l use it because it is a more expressive | who enters a private house, and then goes home to write not only 
word than any other I can find in the English language to miserable twaddle, which disgraces the pages in whieh it ap- 
express my meaning. pears, but representa the owner of the house, with whom he 

I forget the year or date when table-turning caused such aj had had but an afternoon's conversation, if so much, as a sneak 
sensation. [think it was ten or twelve years ago, but that and impostor, and his wife as wors>. 
matters little; our friend of the “ last legs (perhaps they were Mr. Dickens, will this man write lies in your pages again to 
drunken ones) will probably remember th: time for me. At amuse your public 7 
that time I tried what was termed the“ key and book test.“ The fellow writes this and dare not sign his name to the 
Answers were given me that. to say the least, surprised me. I| slander. If a man merely reasons in a public paper, he may be 
communicated them to the Leader, and Mr. Lewes did me the | anonymous, but when he attacks character, he is a miserable 
honor, if honor it was, to devote a leading article to the coward if he conceals his name. Some people in Mr. Wallace n 
communication. Our “last legs” friend would say about the position, would soon make this little swell know more of the 
honour—no 3 never mind what he would say. law of libel, or rather Mr. Dickens, for he is responsible for the 

From that time until 1862.3 I did not repeatany such experi- writings of his obscure hireling underlings. I will allude to this 
ment. Then Í met with, Sir. as you are aware, yourself and | man little more than to say, that I conscientiously believe that 
Mr. Cooper, the proprietor of the Spiritual Times, (“ price two- Mr. Wallace, poor, though he may be, connected with trade as 
pence, weekly, advertisements two shilling a line, as our! he may have been, isso mucha true gentleman, that he would 
drunkenleeged friend quotes) and we had a “sitting,” (we not defame Drunkenlegs’ character, and call him an imposter 
did not hatch eggs, as he has d ne.) “No eggs came—that is, to 
drop both the yoke and shell of metaphor—no manifestations 
came. Had you been a humbug, probably we should have 
succeeded to an extent. f 

L was at your house in Newman-street a week or two ago 
four of us had a sitting :—still no eggs. 

Tealled on you by appointment yesterday, August 21st, to 
meet Mr, Cooper, Ile had left for Eastbourne. [said to vou. 
“You promised me that you would introduce me to Mrs. Mar- 
shall in order that T should, if possible, be convinced of the 
truth or untruth of Spirituatisin.” 

l will give your answer in your own words—‘ Well, old 
fellow, we will go.“ (Blacklegs, I am old, you see.) You after 
warda said, „I have been thinking (and to be extremely truth- 
ful and pae am for fear of Drunkenlegs, I will add that you 
did wot theu add ‘old fellow) that Mrs. Marshall will be out. 
If you like, we will go to the Wallaces. They have a sitting 
tonight.“ 

Wallace, Wallace, Wallace,“ I said, “ Why, those are the 
people who advertise in your paper.” “Yes.” I assented, and we 
went. The way was tedious and long, and we had n pint of 
bitter beer on the way. 

f allude to“ bitter beer“ for this purpose.—I am told that 
the writers in Ali the Year Round are haid (lucky dogs !) from 
twenty-tiee shillings to thirty shillings for the miserabletrash that 
uppers in the August the Sth number, under the head of “A 
Serpent in Areadia,” and “Spirits on their Last Legs,” 

Well. © Legs” has to gain hin daily bread, and went with a 
party of © jolly dogs to poke fun ont of Mr. and Mra. Wallace ; 
the dastard who wrote that infamous article, intending to take 
iteut of the mouth of another I calculate that he would re- 
ceive for the artiels be wrote. $4 10. or 51. Now, how does he 
disk np hia article. and relieve Mr. Dickens’ pocket—no, the 
pockets af the people wha, in that month of the year, read 
e Legs" article f 

Fie alludes to dirty little parloara in Holloway, and “dingy 
buck ehe in the neighbourhood of Holborn." Now, were 
the truth known, I will venture to say that the time has been, 
before the prostitution of his mind paid him so well, when he dirt with which you have bespattered better men than yourvelf. 
oceupied dingier rooms than the “dingy parlour in Holloway.” | Of Mra, Wallace, I shall simply say that she appeared to me 
It that pass. Then we find him with—(Oh, supreme snobbery !) a simple truthful woman. Bat let that pass. I record my 
avdisth guished friend.“ Was it the comie aetor, Drunken | experience, Instead of saying you, Mr, Editor, I will write 
legs, or Lord Dumireary 7 Mr. J. II. Powell said to Mr. Wallace, this is a triendlof mine.” 

i 


bə one) after a knowledge, or conversation of some two or 
three hours; at least, if he did so, he could sign his name. 

And so these miserable swells raised 168. for Mr. and Mrs. 
Wallace, who, it appears, were so doubtful as to the people 
they had to deal with, that they expected Drunkenlegs and his 
companions to bolt without paying them for their loss of ti ne. 
As to Spirits not answering Blacklegs, and I only term him so, 
because I have not the facility that would result from an ac- 
quaintance with him, and his, of course, aristocratic name why, 
there are many men amongst Sweeps, who would not appa- 
rently endorse his uutruths by companionship with him, Let 
him haunt the Dens in Fleet-street, whero he and the jlike of 
him love to congregate —that is, when they are at their Club;“ 
(we vulgar persons term the Club the Tavern, but we do 
it in ignorance.) 

Fnongh of Blacklegs. 

You Mr, Editor, and myself, came at last (as, oli blissful fact! 
had Drunkenlegs before us) to Mr, Wallace's door. To be 
particular, we, or rather you, knocked. 

No answer. 

Snid I,“ 1 believe they have gone to bed.“ Blacklegs would 
here say, “did you?” 

Mr. Wallace opened the door. We entered. It was late, but 
Mr. Wallace showed that he was a real gentleman by conduct- 
ing us in without any fuss, and as a true gentleman would do- 

Blackiegs of All the Year Round, IL have studied men as much, 
perhaps wore than you have, Llad I the supreme privilege of 
having ten minutes talk with you, as | have had ten minutea 
acquaintance with your lueubratious, I might deem you a snob. 
That in your opinion would be the result of my ignorance. 

Yes, Blacklegs, I have studied men and mankind, And what 
think you was the impression Mr. Wallace produced upm me 
You may take it as a compliment or not, but L thought him as 
unlike what, after reading your article this morning, J imagine 
you to be as was possible, He scomed an unassuming, kind anc 
sensible man, Poom, no doubt, but you  Drunkenlegs 
are rich- rich, benne you have been liberally paid for the 


and a humbug (however strongly he might feel Blacklegs to 


} 
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He cannot afford to pay you anything, but I thought you would 
give him a sitting. 

I will here say. that a week ago I was talking to a lady. and 
the subject of spiritualism was introduced. She said,“ but you 
surely don’t believe in it.“ I answered, © Į neither believe it, 
nor disbelieve. I have nothing to form an opinion upon; if the 
ne could answer questions I could put to them, then I should 
relieve.” 

Mr. Wallace said, “ oh yes, I shall be pleased to do so. Aud 
here I may remark that I noticed no suck thing as “ hanswer ” 
for answer; and, Blacklegs, I notice such things more than you 
do. Had I lived in his time, probably I should have noticed 
that your relation So and So made such mistakes.but he is none 
the worse for them now. 1 would rather have his grammatical 
defect than your heart, and your dirty pen, Blacklegs. 

Blacklegs has told us of the large table and the little table. 
It was at the little table we sat. We laid hands” on it. Mr. 
Wallace said (1 will not insult him, as poor Blacklegs attempted 
to do by mimicking him) “is there any spirit present that wishes 
to communicate with our friend on my right?’ 

A pause. 

In about two minutes the table raised itself three times (it had 
been arranged that this was to signify assent.) : 


Will you answer questions. our friend wishes to ask ?“” The | 


table was raised three times, for which expression I shall substi- 


tute the word * yes” afterwards, I said “is the spirit of which 


Tam thinking present?“ 

Ves. 

Will you spell the name you had when on earth! “Yes” 

I said “J will think of the name, and when in uttering the 
alphabet aloud, I come to the first letter of the first Christian 
name, will the table move; and so on with each letter?!“ 


“Yes Now no one knew that name in that room but myself; 


and had they done so, J was only silently thinking of the parti- | 


cular špirit, that I alone of those present had seen and known on 
earth. . 


Slowly, and with equal intervals between the letters, I com- 


menced. 

The tale (that little table of which Blacklegs wrote, and at 
which his high mightiness had sat—unutterable honor as it 
was) moved three times, when ! arrived at G., again at E., again 
at R. again at A., again at I. 

“ Enough, said I, I need ask more.” 

“What was the name,” said Mr. Powell. 

„Gerald, I answered, 

I will now ask your age when you died. 

© Let the table move, said Mr. Wallace, for the number of 
years, 

“It must be counted by months.” said J. 

The table moved in assent. 

“One,” the table said. “Two. Three.“ It then stopped, and 
there was what I may term a hal f rise. 

„ Ah” said I, “I know what that means. Our little boy was 
three months anda half old when he died. My wife had been 
uncomfortable, that he had not been christened. 

Notwithstanding that you were not christeued, are you happy ? 


The table was demonstrative but did not exceed the number 


three as it did with Drunkenlegs, 

Is christening necessary ? 

One move. No.“ 

I felt comfortable, for my long line of quaker ancestors liad not 
been christened. 

“Now I wish to ask where you were buried“? Addressing 
Mr. Powell, [said “I will write it on that slwe.” Do you remem- 
ber that big slate Blacklegs, which you saw when you went to 
visit the two you despised and defamed, and I respected? Then 
U went tothe other end of that “dingy room" ; that dingy room 

lacklegs, (for it was not like your own splendid room was it 2) 
and wrote down the names of five piaces. 

Reader, 1 asked many questions which were all truly 
auswered, but need 1 write more ? Would you have been 
Convinced if your thought-questions had been so answered 2 

Befor each name placed a figure, thus :— 

1, Scarborough. 
2. Manchester. 
3. The Isle of Wight. 
4. Fairlight. 
5. Blackheath. 
some such names. At all events the name “ Fairlight ” 
Stood opposite to 4. I counted 1. 2, 3,4. The table moved —yes 
lacklega, that table which would not rove at your high and 
mighty 16s. bidding moved to the bidding of o te who did not con- 
tribute the quota toa 16s remuneration, and answered correctly 
Where the tenement of that sweet soul rests in beautiful Fair- 
ight Church-yard—that church-vard which overlooks that 
eautiful and sounding sea. which wails and murmurs round vur 
sweet southern coast. Thie soul which inhabited that little tiny 
rame is in Heaven—the Heaven which: s around us and about 
us, but the tenement in which it dwelt for three aud a half short 
uonths, rests in the church-yard of beautiful Fairlight. 
May you, the writer of that articie in AU the Year Round be 
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privileged in the glory of the time which is coming, to be 
where is that little child, that beautiful spirit, and soul, 

After that, I am a charlatan, a humbug, an impostor, an 
enthusiast, a wild fanatic—am I not Blacklegs? Oh Blacklegs, 
would that you could be Blacklegs no longer. 

I then asked, have you met with a spirit of which I am 
'THINKING? Te said“ Yes” 

[Can you spell the name? not Blackleg, her name? “Yes,” 
j A, B, C ete. 
The name spelt was Adelaide. Correct said I. 

I asked many questions which were all truly answered, but 
Reader, need L write any more; would you have been convinced 
had your, thought-questions been so answered. ? 

I will uot speak of the trance in which Mr. Wallace spoke, for 
that might be the mere acting of another person. [write simply 
of thought-questions of my own, answered; and if, Blacklegs 
you think that I am au accomplice, or whatever word expresses 
iyour doubt, I will refer you to a friend of mine who is, like 
| yourself, a contributor to All the Year Round, who is paid as 
much or more than you for his really interesting papers, whilst 
lyon receive perhaps the same amount for your twaddle. He 
will, perhaps, tell you that Iam ns truthful as you. The fact 
may he, and I say it as a possible excuse for you, that you were, 
when writing that article, possessed by a lying spirit. Don't 
let lying spirits dictate to you that you may gain your daily 
i bread, for the bread so gained nourishes not—nourishes no mere 


i than the beer or the grog you aud your distinguished friend. 
was it now, Blacklegs, Lord Dundreary ?—imbibed on that night 
when you tried to take the bread from a poor, and J believe 
honest, man’s mouth and vulgarly tradueed a woman who may b> 
as pure and good as your own mother and sister was or is. 
Ebwix Eppison. 


— = 75 


SECOND SIGHT. 


| 


| Tms, in all parts of Ireland, is the well-known superstition (if E may be 
allowed the expression) of the Z'eteh, and which is the foundation of the 
| sweetest und most touching poem in the English language, by Banim, in 
one ot his exquisite novels, The Irish belief is, that when a person is 
‘about to expire, the ghost or spirit—if such can be so called, whilst the 
person is still in the Hesh—of' that person appears to some one at a dis- 
tance from the place of residence of sueh person, where it would be 
physically impossible that he could be at the time. When I was a hoy 
I Knew a very remarkable case. In the north end of the county of Wex- 
ford, adjoining Wicklow a gentleman of veracity asserted that, one even- 
ing. just at dusk, he saw a neighbouring gentleman walking rapidly 
towards a churchyard, which was about four miles from where he resided. 
The observer made haste to overtake his friend, but failed, as the other 
ram out of his sight in a moment. On his way home he called at the 
house of his neighbour, and found, to his horror, that the man had died u 
‘short time before, after a few hours’ illness; but at the time of the aile- 
‘ged apparition, the man was alive,so that it was his fetch that had been 
seen. ‘This story was credited by high and low in the district, and created 
in vast sensation fora long time, and is still remembered in the locality. 
Notes and Queries. 
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A extraordinary case of violation has just been tried at the Assize Court 
of the Var, in France. A young man of 24, named Castellan, presented 
l nnuself at the house of'a respectable farmer named Hughes, ant pretend- 
‘ing to be deaf and dumb, obtained supper and a night's lodging. In the 
| morning he persuaded the farmer's daughter, a modest girl, to ran away 
| with him, and an indictment alleged that he obtained an irresistible in- 
fluence over her entirely by means of magnetism. The moment she 
came to her senses she was filled with remorse, but whenever he magne- 
tised her she was a mere instrument in his hands, and submitted to what- 
lever he told her. Lhree doctors of Toulon gave their opinion in accord- 
lance with that of Or. Fardieu, of Paris, and many other medical men of 
the highest reputation, that it is possible, by means of what is called 
magnetism, to obtain such influence over a young girl as completely to 
annihilate her will. Castellan boasted of his magnetic power while 
standing at the bar, and offered to magnetise the presiding judge, He 
actually tried to magnetise the Procureur Imperial, and frightened him 
so much that he angrily ordered the prisoner to lower his eyes, Being 
found guilty by the jury, he was sentenced to twelve years’ imprisonmeut, 
with hard labour. 
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Tun Banner of Light has reprinted Mr. Iowitt's letter to the 
Glasgow Herald, * Found it all out,” and has the following Edi- 
torial remarks thereon. 


WILLIAM HOWITT'S LETTER, 

It has not been our privilege, for a long time, to offer to the readers of 
the Banner so thoroaghly good, so excellently searching, 30 entirely plain 
and satisfactory a statement as to the growth and influence af the phil- 
osophy of Spwitualism abroad, as is furnished in the letter from William 
Howitt, the distinguished English author, in another part of this werk's 
issue. It is u letter in reply to some anonymous und auperticial seribbier 
on spiritual matters, who hails from Scotland, and hence is properly 
addressed to the Glasgow Herald. It iy rapid and racy in style, pungent 
in many of its expressions, bristling all over with facts, and yet as gcandid, 
and frank, and honest in amrit as we all of usknew the pure mah to be 
by whose hand it was penned. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Corresponpenrswill please to write legibly on 
one side of the paper only, and as concisely as 
possible, If this rule is not observed we may 
be compelled to reject even valuable com- 
positions. 


Our readers will favour us by sending accounts . 


of Apparitions, Hauntings, &c, We wish to 
give as many facts as our space will admit. 
Correspondents should allow their names and 
addresses to appear; accounts of a super- 
natural charaeter should be given to the 
publie free from all suspicion. 


D'Esrair has written to us again urging “a 
protest against the false, unmanly. unchristian 
amd vile attack’? made upon him in our 
correspondence columns last week. If false, 
how is it that we know no Spiritualist of any 
standing who has not received begging letters 
from DY Esprit, We are at a loss to under- 
stand how there can be anything unmanly in 
the course we have been driven to by his own 
letter, in which he asks why we do not insert 
his articles, Can there be anything wrong 
in telling him the exact re son? Uf we could 
see anything * unchristian’* in the act we 
would apologise, but we are not ® vile” 
enough. we trust, 10 believe that our readers 
will do us the injustice to believe we had or 
have the slightest desire to injure D'Eserrr. 
All we wish is that he will spare us in future 
the necessity of writing about him He tells 
us he is battling with poverty, and is. willing 
to work, but cannot obtain it, und that he 
has n wife subject to fits, &e. If there are 
any readers of the SprarruaL TIurs who can 
give LY Esprit employment, or aid him to 
secure it, we shall be much gratified by their 
doing so, and will undertake the onus of 
communicating with them on his behalf. 4 
man should not be crushed because he is 
poor, but he cannot expect to escape scot 
free when he becomes a bore. 


SUALE GF CHARGES FOR ADVER- 
TISEMENTS, 
Two lines and under, 2s.3 every additional 
Hne, 3d. a reduction for a series. 


All Advertisements, pavahle in advance, may 
he forwarded to Mr. J. II. Powell, Spiritual 
Ti ines Office. 14, Newman-street, Oxford-st. 

Adrertistments for insertion in the current week 
muat reach the Office on or before nine o'clock 
on Wednesday morning. 5 

To ruk Taape.—The Spiritus! Times is pub- 
lished at T'en o'clock on Friday morning, at 
the Spiritual Times Otce, 14, Newman-street, 
Oxturd- st. and by Job Caudwell, 335, Strand 

Cowrrarnis have reached un that the Spirilus 
Times does not nlways find its way to country 
subseribers, Those who have difficulty 
should send to us at the office 14, Newman 
Street. Oxford Street, W., and we will for- 
ward it direct through the post, Subseribers 
taking four copies can have them post free, 
hy remitting Ba. Bi. per quarter, 

THE “SPIRITUAL TIMES" BY POST. 
"To facilitate the obtaining of the Spiritual 

Tones, packets will be sent direct from the Office 

past free to any part of the United Kingdom, 

by remitting, in advance, as under :— 


Copies. Weeks. Weekx. Weeks. 


I. Od , or for 13, 38. 3d. 26, 64.6d. 52. 13s. 
2. d., „ „ 3. ld. „ 106d. „ 21. 
2. , ., „ „ Gn Gd. „ 133. Ol. „ 26s. 
l. I. „134. l. „ 268 d. „ 528. 


Post Office Orders mut be made payable to 
I.. II. Vowel, atthe Post Office, Rathbone- 
piace, 

FINITE SPIRITUAL LYCEUM 
II. Newman Street, Orford Street, 
This (ustitution ia established for the 

advancement of splritual phenomena 

anml philosophy. It offers opportunities 
kor investigators to collect facts and 
obtain proofs of Spirit Life. It brings 
together friend to the cause, and presents 

a platform for the freeat Discussion. Ite 

rulas ure such as to preeluda no seetary, 

whilst it aims to sche all sectarianism, 

Based on the cardinal facta of Spirit Cam- 

rumina & [mmortality, it invites, all who ro 

cognise, or desire to recognise, these truths 

The Lyceum has both religious and se- 
eulur aims, —religiousin the highest sense 


moulding the future by a wise realisation | 


of the present anda spiritual conception 
of its uses. 

The growing spread of Spiritualism in 
England renders a central institution neces- 
sary to organize means to give distinctive 
life to the various methods which abound 
in isolated forms all over the kingdom. 
To effect this most desirable object Mr. R. 
Cooper has established the Lycenm, and 
earnestly solicits aid from all friends. 
Many sincere and influential Spiritualists 
have already subscribed, some two, others 
une guinea each (the latter subscription 
being the minimum). ‘Those who sub- 
scribe one or more guineas annually will 
be entitled to the privilege of attending 
all Lectures free. Spirit Drawings 
and Works of a progressive character 
will be added from time to time. 
Mediums of recognised integrity and 
power will be encouraged, and it is hoped 
facilities may be afforded for the develop- 
ment of such connected with the Lyceum. 

A printing press is now in operation 
upon the premises for printing of the 
Spiritual Times and Tracts and Pamphlets 
on spiritual topics. Friends desirous of 
spreading the truths of Spiritualism may 
aid the cause materially by purchasing 
such pamphlets and distributing them. 
All works of a spiritual and progressive 
character can be supplied by us. Friends 
will therefore kindly bear in mind this fact, 
as by purchasing their books of us they 
aid the Lyceum. 

We feel persuaded our work will 
not be in vain, being assured amongst 
the many thousands of true Spiritualists 
in this country alone there are many who 
will gladly aid us. 


APPLications rok LECTURES WILL RECEIVE 
ATTENTION. 

All communications and remittances to 
be forwarded to Mr. J. H. Powell. Spiri 
tual Lyceum, 14, Newman-st., Oxtord-at, 

The payment of 28. Gd. per quarter will 
i to Lectures and Discussions 
only. 


Just ready, In one volume, Demy 8yo., 
Fost free, price 10s, 
SN DANE FACTS, IN 
.) THE LIFE OF J. B. FERGUSON; 
Including twenty years’ observation of Preter- 
Natural Phenomena, 

Edited by T. L. Nicuols, XI. D., author of 
“Forty Years of American Life,“ “Biography 
ot the Brothers Davenport, &e., & c. 


This hook contains the personal experi- 
ences of Mr, Ferguson. and his observations, 
during twenty years, under favourable circum- 
stances, and over a wide range of territory, of 
very remarkable phenomena, from the most 
striking physical, to the higher forms of psychi- 
eal or spiritual, manifestations, It will also 
present, from the copious records of Mr. Per- 
guson, specimens of wisdom and philosophy 
given from the interior, and many facts orally 
related. The work of the editor will be the 
selection and the arrangement of the records 
furnished him, and the orderly narration of 
the facts, and he has reason ta believe that no 
work of the present time contains accounts 
of more remarkable, varied and important 
phenomena than will be found in this volume, 

A orders to he sent to Kr. J. II. Powe, 
Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newnian-atreet, 

Oxford-street, W. 


(UIDED AND ASSISTED BY 

Beneficent Spirit Intelligences, J, MUR- 
RAY SPEAR examines and prescribes for 
disease of Body and Mind, 

He also delineates character by porsonal 
presenee or handwriting, and sketches the 
capacities of young persons ns impressions are 
given him. He will answer calls to lecture 
or to hold conversations on Spiritualism, 

Address—146, Atuvsy Street, REGENT'S 
Vary, X. W. Hors from 12 to 3. 
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FACTSANI 
PHASES, Illustrated with Personal EX- 
periences, and Fne-Similes of Spirit- Writings 
hy J. II. Powell. 
Asan individual contribution to the general 
mass of testimony on this great topic of the 


j age, it is very vulunble.— William Howitt. 


Mr. Powell's statements of the answers he 
received to queries are remarkable, and as he 
is evidently a truthful writer, we ennnot do 
otherwise than advise the public to consult the 
work, © © Man persons will read Mr. 
Powell’s narrative with interest, for it has n0 
lack of the marvellous set forth in vigorous 
language.—Pudlic Opinion, March 12th, 1864. 

The sum of the matter is, that if one haus u 
a curiosity to know what’ Spiritualism is, and 
what it actually aims at, he will gain a better 
and clearer view of it from Mr. Powell’s volume 
than from any other that has yet been published 
not even excepting that of the great apostle 
medium, Mr, Home himself,—Caledonian Me? 
cury, March 12, 1664. i 

This is the fourth book that has recently 
come to our hands on the same subject, andy 
whilst it is the smallest, it is yet the most strik 
ing of all the former, perhaps, from the brevity 
with which the subject is presented, and thé 
nature of the facts or assumptions with which it # 
crammed from first to last. * ‘There® 
much, very much to excite thought, whether to 
compel conviction, or not. The enquiry is bY 
no means the contemptible thing that many 

eople wish to consider it. It deals with al- 
eged facts, which, if true, are astounding; and; 
if false, still they are objects of interest, an 
they ought to be disposed of.— British Standards 
March 18th, 1864, 

To be had of the Author at the Lyceum. 
Price 2s,, post free. 
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M, AND MRS. WALLACE 

beg to announce that they have taken 
the Lyceum Hall, 14, Newman-street, Oxford- 
street, for a series of Friday Evening Séances 
to commence on Good-Friday, April 14th. 


Séances to commence at half. past 7, p.m. 
Admission Is. 


EW PSALM and HYMN TUNES; 
TE DEUM, and TWENTY-FOUR 
ORIGINAL CHANTS, Composed and Ar- 
ranged, with voice parta complete, for the 
Organ, Harmonium, and Pinno, by Ropest 
Coopen,—Price 28.; cloth, 28. 6d. 
London: Novello & Co., 69, Denn Street, Soho 
The Harmonies, both in invention and ur- 
rangement, are musical to n very high degrees 
and, altogether, the work is one which ean be 
strongly recommended, and will be sure to mee 
with approral.— Brighton Guardian 3 
SPIRITUAL LYCEUM TRACTS. 


O. 1—NICODEMIANS ANP 
THOMASIANS, by WII Tau Howitt: 

No. 2.— BPIRI TU AI. ISM IN HARMONY 
WITIL SCIENCE. by Dr. J. B. Penauson, 
No. 3—AN APPEAL TO THE CLERGY 
FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF 
SPIRITUALISM, by One op THEM? 
SELVES, Now ready. Price Threepenee. 

An assortment of the above, with others, 18. 


NY GENTI l 
. ING under the known system of hiring 
or employing some party to watch and keep 
the Eye upon a person by overlooking him 
fascinating, listening backwards to him, (in 
Arubio II. IIAN.) crying out of persons aroun 
him by word, het or gesture ; haneking> 
bewitching, blowing upon, setting a watch upo”? 
him, &., whether for the purpose of obtaining 
charges of Insanity iguinst him, for other 
purposes, or from any other motive, is requested 
to communiente with I.. P. T. Library, 88, Pat 
street, Camden-town, Londen, N. W., with 1 
view to co-operation in obtaining recognitione 
by Statute, of the notorions und well-know? 
existence of the practice, and the enactment © 
a punishment as telony, Statutes } Jac, He. 12, 
&ce., &. for the offence, : 
N. ñ.— None but done-fide communications 
will he attended to. Be 
Number ot Madhouses 219, and Lunatie 
population 69,757 in the United Kingdom 
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